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STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION 
11.  “THE CLEVER TOOLS OF SATAN!”  
Scripture:  Revelation 13:1-18
Theme:    “Satan uses anti-Christ governments and anti-Christ religions to attack the people of God!
Introduction:
In Chapter twelve of Revelation we took a peek behind the scenes of the turmoil’s described in chapters     8 -11 as God’s wrath calling for repentance is inflicted on an ungodly humanity. The text speaks of this as God’s wrath toward unbelievers. But we also need to understand how the world reacts toward the people of God.  There is such hatred for Christians and Jews. Why?  This twelfth chapter allows us to peek behind the scenes as it depicts a spiritual struggle taking place.  Throughout the ages attempted to thwart God’s plan to send a Messiah into the world through His chosen people, the Jews.              
When Satan’s attacks and his schemes failed to prevent the birth of Jesus, the Messiah, and having been cast out of heaven with the ascension of Christ, he now proceeds to attack the chosen people who gave birth to the Messiah. He further persecutes those whom the Messiah has come to in-dwell and who carry on His ministry.  Satan comes to earth in rage and fury because he knows his time is short! 
As the Lamb was unsealed the scroll that will bring history to its God-intended conclusion, Satan launches his final campaign against the people of God.  In this thirteenth chapter we discover the clever tools Satan uses to inflict his great harm.  He works through two agencies and agents.  This chapter describes two beasts: one, which rises out of the sea, represents anti-Christ government—the other, which rises out of the earth, represents anti-Christ religion.  Both these beasts can be personalized into representative heads:  as a false prince (the anti-Christ) and a false prophet.
Chapter thirteen continues the interlude between the sounding of the seven trumpets and the outpouring of the seven bowls which brings us to the last days of this age.  It is important to keep in mind that in the prophecy of Revelation the center of God’s plan and purpose is Jesus, not the Jews.  It further shows the efforts of Satan as He directs his clever tools in this raging conflict against Christ’s people: the Christians.              
I.  THE COMING ANTI-CHRIST GOVERNMENT (Rev. 13:1-10)
1     When the dragon was unable to kill the woman, where did he redirect his destructive efforts? (12:17-13:1)             
2     With what graphic description does John depict this beast?  What is the source of its power? (13:1-2)
       3       What was unusual about one of the heads of the beast?  What might this refer to in the 1st century?  (13:3)
·  
How did the world react to and respond to the beast?  Why?  13:4

·  Who do you think the first century Christians would have identified as this beast?       (Daniel 7: 5-8; 13-27;  Rom. 13:1)

4     What impact will this beast have on the Christians?  13:5-7

·    How do you see governments of today persecuting the Jews and Christians?

·  
Who will worship the beast?  (13:8) How do you see people doing that?
· 
What warning did John give the persecuted church?  (13:9-10) How do you understand this?
5     Why is it important for us to know that the beast will exercise authority only for a period of 42 months?   What is necessary to be victorious?  13:10
II. THE COMING ANTI-CHRIST RELIGION (Rev. 13:11-18)
1      What kind of creature does John observe now and how does he describe Him? 13:11
2      If the first beast exercised political power, what authority does the second beast exercise?  (13:12-14)
·    How will he deceive the inhabitants of the earth?  13:13-15
·   
How might you respond to someone (a non-Christian) who insists that every miracle is from God?  (Matt. 24:23-24; 2 Thess. 2: 9-10)
3     What did the second beast force people to do and what will be the consequences to those who refused?  (13:16-17)
·    Why is “666” used as a number for false religion?  How does the mark of the beast compare with the mark of God?  (7:3)
·  
What interpretations and speculations have been given over time as to the identity of this beast?
4      How do you see certain religions in the world today give power to and use the authority of anti-Christian political systems?
·   Do you believe that the “mark of the beast” (13:16, 17; 14:9) to be the literal number 666 or symbolic of something else? Why?
APPLICATION:

·    What warnings have you learned about government and religions that become anti-Christian?   
·     How does this chapter explain what is happening in the world today and will happen to a greater extent in the future?
